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SCA takes the Lincoln Highway to
Blobfest by way of the Haines shoe house

and a neon -lit Philadelphia

This is like the great American road trip you took when yéulwéiestarkibh-
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Dutch Haven,
Ronks, PA

Just when tourists start to get the idea that t
sylvania Dutch are really German, not Dutch}
came upon a giant roadside windmill with
blades like you would find in Holland. Dutcj¥

is a classic roadside attraction built as a rgai

and gift shop (without blades) in 1946 when mas
roadside businesses caught the attention of passing
motorists with a faux windmill. Operating on Lancas-
[N srfrJtUs mfst
Haven has always been a favorite touris
restaurant is closed, but the windmill is cl
Amish Stuff, and still sells its own baked §
pretzels and root beer. And everyone wal
the door gets a free sample of their famous

pie.
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Haines Shoe House,
Hellam Twp., PA

Mahlon Haines was thesselfpn | woé r
wesnb re Brel, uyd, ‘\\g
throughout Pennsylvania and Maryland by ~\
when he constructed his famous Shoe Hou
advertising gimmick -§tbeyGhouse with litfe, /j
shoe dog house was rented out to coup
tion, and was the focus of several prom(
cluding one where recently married emgs

free of charge with butler and maid servip
built the cottage across the street for hirgs
second wife, and in 1952, ten years befdi
death, he gave the Shoe House to his epl
The Shoe House was subsequently solg
times and is currently being operated als
ice cream parlor by Jeff and Melanie Sc
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The 1958 horror nidwaeBlpks as much a Rinély product as

Ben Franklin, soft pretzels and hoagies. The movie was produced at

Valley Forge Film Studios in Chester Springs, PA, used plenty of local
talent,and was filmedomwf ¢ r  wf yor N[ dI 1 o1 4 NUS
supermarket in Royersford, and the Downingtown Diner. The Blob it-

self (a silicone mass made by Union Carbide in Sistersville, WV) still
resides here, safely contained in its original shipping bucket under the
watchful eye of its owner Wes Shank (a&iliooé Fodhe

Silver Screen: Memoirs of )The Blob

orlrréowy

The Blob devoirs the Downingtown Diner in this
cover featuring The Blob theme song with mus
then unknown and uncredited Burt Bacharach.

tNs towrl wf yoernNg ol
tested star of the show, the one and only Blob.
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Beaux Arts styled Colonial Opera House
for liventertainment and silent movies in
1903. The theater was purchased by
George Silverman in the early 1950s, mod-
ernized with yellow porcelain enamel pan-
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tack by The Blob, the facade was later
ravaged with a brick remodel that was
there when the theater closed in 1995. Pur-
chased by the Phoenixville Area Economic

3 Development Corp., the theater was re-
stored to its Blobolicious greatness in
2002, having already become the center of
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