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SCA takes the Lincoln Highway to 

Blobfest by way of the Haines shoe house 

and a neon -lit Philadelphia  
This is like the great American road trip you took when you were a kid Ùonly better! In-

ʂʃɴɰɳ ɾɵ ʂɸʃʃɸɽɶ ɸɽ ɶʁɰɽɳɼɰÜʂ ɷɾʄʂɴ ɵɾʁ ɷɾʄʁ ʄɿɾɽ ʃɴɳɸɾʄʂ ɷɾʄʁ, ʆɴÜʁɴ ɶɾɸɽɶ ʃɾ ɰɻɻ ʃɷɴ ɿɻɰɲɴʂ ʈɾʄʁ 
ɳɰɳ ʆɾʄɻɳ ɷɰʅɴ ʂɰɸɳ ÛɽɾÜ ʃɾ ɻɸɺɴ, ɗɻɾɱɵɴʂʃ. ɖɽɳ ʃɷɰʃ ɶɸɰɽʃ ɨɷɾɴ ɝɾʄʂɴ ʈɾʄ ɰɻʆɰʈʂ ʆɰɽʃɴɳ ʃɾ ʂɴɴ, ɱʄʃ 
ʈɾʄʁ ɿɰʁɴɽʃʂ ɾɱɹɴɲʃɴɳ ɱɴɲɰʄʂɴ ɸʃʂ 100 ɼɸɻɴʂ ɾʄʃ ɾɵ ʃɷɴ ʆɰʈ? ɬɴÜʁɴ ɳɾɸɽɶ ʃɷɰʃ ʃɾɾ. ɖɽɳ ʆɷɴɽ ʆɴ 
ɲɾɼɴ ʄɿɾɽ ɰ ɶɸɰɽʃ ʁɾɰɳʂɸɳɴ ʆɸɽɳɼɸɻɻ ɵɸɻɻɴɳ ʆɸʃɷ Ûɖɼɸʂɷ ɨʃʄɵɵÜ ʃɷɰʃ ʃɷɴʁɴ ɸʂ ɽɾ ʃɸɼɴ ʃɾ ʂʃɾɿ ɰʃ, 
ʆɴÜʁɴ ʂʃɾɿɿɸɽɶ ɰɽʈʆɰʈ. ɩɷɴɽ, ʆɷɴɽ ʆɴ ɵɸɽɰɻɻʈ ɶɴʃ ʃɾ ɥɷɸɻɰɳɴɻɿɷɸɰ ʆɴ ʆɾɽÜʃ ɱɴ ʂʃɰɽɳɸɽɶ ɸɽ ʃɷɴ ɷɾʃ 
summer sun waiting to tour Independence Hall, or listening to some old lady dressed up like Betsy 
ɧɾʂʂ. ɬɴÜɻɻ ɱɴ ʁɾɰɼɸɽɶ ʃɷɴ ʂʃʁɴɴʃʂ ɻɾɾɺɸɽɶ ɵɾʁ ɽɴɾɽ, ɴɰʃɸɽɶ ɧɴɰɳɸɽɶ ɩɴʁɼɸɽɰɻ ɢɰʁɺɴʃ ɲɷɴɴʂ-
ɴʂʃɴɰɺʂ ɰɽɳ ɥɾɿÜʂ ʆɰʃɴʁ ɸɲɴ, ʅɸʂɸʃɸɽɶ ɩɴʁɼɸɽɸ ɗʁɾʃɷɴʁʂÜ ɲɻɰʂʂɸɲ ɞʃɰɻɸɰɽ ɱɰɺɴʁʈ, ɰɽɳ ʃɷɴɽ ʆɴÜɻɻ ɶɾ 

ɳʁɸɽɺɸɽɶ ɰʃ ɢɲɜɸɻɻɸɽÜʂ ɤɻɴ ɖɻɴ ɝɾʄʂɴ, ɥɷɸɻɻʈÜʂ ɾɻɳɴʂʃ ɱɰʁ. ɖɽɳ ɸɽʂʃɴɰɳ ɾɵ ɱɴɸɽɶ ɰɱɻɴ 
ʃɾ ʃɰɺɴ ɾɽɻʈ ɾɽɴ ɵʁɸɴɽɳ, ʈɾʄÜɻɻ ɱɴ ɰɱɻɴ ʃɾ ʃɰɺɴ ɰɻɻ ɾɵ ʃɷɴɼ. ɨɾ, 

buckle up Ùoh wait, in our luxury motor 
ɲɾɰɲɷ ʈɾʄ ʆɾɽÜʃ ɴʅɴɽ ɷɰʅɴ ʃɾ ɳɾ 
that. 

ɘɾɻʄɼɱɸɰÜʂ 1928 ɡɸɽɲɾɻɽ ɝɸɶɷʆɰʈ 
marker (right); and a long-gone pole-
ɿɰɸɽʃɴɳ ɡɝ ɼɰʁɺɴʁ ɸɽ ɥɷɸɻɰɳɴɻɿɷɸɰÜʂ 
Main Line suburbs (left). 
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Dutch Haven, 
Ronks, PA  

 
Just when tourists start to get the idea that the Penn-
sylvania Dutch are really German, not Dutch, they 
came upon a giant roadside windmill with twirling 
blades like you would find in Holland. Dutch Haven 
is a classic roadside attraction built as a restaurant 
and gift shop (without blades) in 1946 when many 
roadside businesses caught the attention of passing 
motorists with a faux windmill. Operating on Lancas-
ʃɴʁ ɘɾʄɽʃʈÜʂ ɱʄʂʈ ɡɸɽɲɾɻɽ ɝɸɶɷʆɰʈ ɚɰʂʃ, ʃɷɴ əʄʃɲɷ 
Haven has always been a favorite tourist stop. The 
restaurant is closed, but the windmill is chock full of 
Amish Stuff, and still sells its own baked goods, soft 
pretzels and root beer. And everyone walking through 
the door gets a free sample of their famous shoofly 
pie.  
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Haines Shoe House, 
Hellam Twp., PA  

 
Mahlon Haines was the self-ɿʁɾɲɻɰɸɼɴɳ Ýɨɷɾɴ ɬɸʉ-
ɰʁɳÞ ɾɵ ɮɾʁɺ, ɥɖ, ɾɿɴʁɰʃɸɽɶ 50 ʂɷɾɴ ʂʃɾʁɴʂ ɸɽ ʃɾʆɽʂ 
throughout Pennsylvania and Maryland by 1948 
when he constructed his famous Shoe House as an 
advertising gimmick. The 5-story house with little 
shoe dog house was rented out to couples on vaca-
tion, and was the focus of several promotions, in-
cluding one where recently married employees 
could honeymoon for a week at the Shoe House 
free of charge with butler and maid service. Haines 
built the cottage across the street for himself and his 
second wife, and in 1952, ten years before his 
death, he gave the Shoe House to his employees. 
The Shoe House was subsequently sold several 
times and is currently being operated along with the 
ice cream parlor by Jeff and Melanie Schmuck. 
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The 1958 horror movie, The Blob, is as much a Philly-area product as 
Ben Franklin, soft pretzels and hoagies. The movie was produced at 
Valley Forge Film Studios in Chester Springs, PA, used plenty of local 
talent, and was filmed on-ɻɾɲɰʃɸɾɽ ɰʃ ɥɷɾɴɽɸʇʅɸɻɻɴÜʂ ɘɾɻɾɽɸɰɻ ɩɷɴɰʃɴʁ, ɰ 
supermarket in Royersford, and the Downingtown Diner. The Blob it-
self (a silicone mass made by Union Carbide in Sistersville, WV)  still 
resides here, safely contained in its original shipping bucket under the 
watchful eye of its owner Wes Shank (author of From Silicone to the 
Silver Screen: Memoirs of The Blob).  

The Blob devoirs the Downingtown Diner in this 1958 album 
cover featuring The Blob theme song with music composed by 
then unknown and uncredited  Burt Bacharach. (above) 
 
 
ɬɴʂ ɨɷɰɽɺ ɰʃ ɥɷɾɴɽɸʇʅɸɻɻɴÜʂ ɗɻɾɱɵɴʂʃ ʂɷɾʆɸɽɶ ɾɵɵ ʃɷɴ ʄɽɲɾɽ-
tested star of the show, the one and only Blob. (left) 

ɝɰʁʁʈ ɗʁɾʆɽɱɰɲɺ ɱʄɸɻʃ ɥɷɾɴɽɸʇʅɸɻɻɴÜʂ 
Beaux Arts styled Colonial Opera House 
for live-entertainment and silent movies in 
1903. The theater was purchased by 
George Silverman in the early 1950s, mod-
ernized with yellow porcelain enamel pan-
ɴɻʂ ɰɽɳ ɰ ɽɴɾɽ ɼɰʁʀʄɴɴ, ɰɽɳ Ýɷɴɰɻʃɷɵʄɻɻʈ 
ɖɸʁ ɘɾɽɳɸʃɸɾɽɴɳ.Þ ɨʄʁʅɸʅɸɽɶ ɸʃʂ 1958 ɰʃ-
tack by The Blob, the façade was later 
ravaged with a brick remodel that was 
there when the theater closed in 1995. Pur-
chased by the Phoenixville Area Economic 
Development Corp., the theater was re-
stored to its Blobolicious greatness in 
2002, having already become the center of 
ɗɻɾɱɵɴʂʃ ʂɸɽɲɴ ʃɷɴ ɵɴʂʃɸʅɰɻÜʂ 1999 ɸɽɲɴɿʃɸɾɽ. 


